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Conclusion

This Insights report shows that there are vast differences in attitudes toward police across
the LAC region. Regression analysis shows that trust in the executive is the strongest
predictor of a person’s trust in the national police. Additionally, I find that better perceptions
of the nation’s economy predict greater trust in the national police, although this finding is
not robust to controlling for trust in the executive. Furthermore, older, rurally-located, and
less educated respondents are more likely to express trust in national police. Women also
report greater trust in national police, on average. 

It is important to note that positive perceptions of the national economy, which predict more
trust in national police when analyzed without controlling for executive trust, may not be the
result of economic prosperity alone. Increased corruption has been shown to lead to greater
distrust in national police.   It is possible that respondents perceive that their nation is on a
positive economic trajectory, but do not believe that all citizens are benefitting equally from
this perceived success (i.e., corruption may increase alongside growth).   Additionally, it is
imperative that policymakers keep in mind that crime victimization is negatively correlated
with trust in national police. This has implications for whether those who are most often the
victims of crime feel comfortable coming to police in times of need.
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