AmericasBarometer 2021;: Mexico

Technical Information

Country Year Sample Size Weighted/Unweighted Fieldwork dates

Mexico 2021 2,998 Weighted March 26" r July 11, 2021

LAPOP LAB AmericasBarometer 2021 Survey Round

LAPOP Lab is a pioneer in survey research methods in the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC)
with democratic governance. The AmericasBarometer permits valid comparisons across
individuals, regions, countries, and time, via a common core questionnaire and standardized
methods.

The 2021 AmericasBarometer represents the 9th round of this comparative project. In 2020 and
through 2021, for surveys in the LAC region, LAPOP Lab switched from its conventional data
collection mode (Face-to-Face household surveys) to Computer-assisted Telephone Interviewing
(CATI). We made this change in order to minimize risks associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.

This change affected our sampling strategy. LAPOP Lab has traditionally designed complex, area
probability samples using censuses as sampling frames to select survey respondents!. With the
adoption of CATI, LAPOP Lab transitioned to Random-Digit Dialing (RDD) using mobile phone
numbers as sampling frames. This sampling method has the advantage of covering a more
dispersed sample of the population relative to Face-to-Face (FtF), although it only includes
individuals who have access to functioning mobile phones. In addition, RDD can more easily
incorporate certain hard-to-reach populations.

Classic sampling methods in the U.S. for telephone survey research have typically involved list-
assisted landline RDD (AAPOR Cell Phone Task Force 2010).2 More recently, however, survey
methodologists have incorporated mobile phone numbers into sampling frames. In some cases,
such as the U.S., dual sampling frames that include landline and mobile phone numbers are

1 In some cases, such as Mexico, voter registry information is combined with census data to create the sampling
frame.
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LAPOP Lab instructed interviewers to call during business hours and on weekends, except when
the potential respondent requested an appointment outside that timeframe. Callbacks after
unsuccessful attempts were staggered over times of day and days of the week to maximize the
chance of contacting informants and to minimize nonresponse. If no one was available to answer
our call, we instructed interviewers to call back at least 4 times before a final disposition was made
for that number.

Mobile phone coverage and response rates vary across socio-demographic groups, introducing
survey errors that can potentially lead to biased estimations. To mitigate these sources of error,
LAPOP Lab used 2 *i0JTE&JiF0 NOJiec® J1i210&Rt! In this strategy, our team continuously monitors
both collected data and para-data with the goal of reducing bias in survey estimates without
significantly increasing the costs of the survey. More specifically, we pre-identify elements that
can affect costs and errors of survey estimates, monitor those elements during the initial data
collection stages, and adjust those elements while data collection is in progress. With the purpose
of balancing our samples to mirror the distributions of high-quality benchmarks, we screen out
individuals when necessary from overrepresented population group(s) during the final stages of
data collection. Our goal in this approach is to keep the weighting effect below 1.5.

Weighting of the Mexico datasets
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66+ 221 268
Gender

Male 1,555 1,465
Female and Non-binary 1,443 1,533



n this section we present the survey response rates.’® The AmericasBarometer response rates are
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Uruguay 1.4 14
LAC REGION 2.3 4.0

For additional information on the survey design, contact Georgina Pizzolitto at
Georgina.pizzolitto@vanderbilt.edu
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