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The line of argument adopted by pro-abortion Ecuadorian lawmakers is a prime illustration of
how statements issued by the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. human rights treaty-based
bodies, despite being non-binding in nature, can have real and detrimental impact on pro-life
laws in developing countries. In recent years, U.N. treaty-based body statements have similarly
been used in other countries to pressure lawmakers into legalizing abortion, including
Honduras, Chad, Ireland, Argentina, Bolivia, Luxembourg, and others. 531

However, no international human rights treaty to which Ecuador is a signatory requires the
country to legalize abortion. And no statement issued by any U.N. treaty-based body or the
Organization of American States creates any legal obligation on Ecuador to legalize abortion
under any circumstances. Indeed, statements from U.N. treaty-based bodies (including
concluding observations to state party reports and General Comments) do not create
international norms in and of themselves. U.N. treaty-based bodies also have no authority to
interpret treaties contrary to the ordinary meaning given to the terms of the treaty text, and any
interpretation of these treaties contrary to the ordinary meaning of their terms can, and ought
to be, ignored by states parties.

Despite this, however, pro-abortion lawmakers are using to great effect statements issued by
U.N. entities and treaty-based bodies to argue for legalization nevertheless, likely placing
pressure on lawmakers with centrist positions on abortion to support the legalization
proposal.

[l The AmericasBarometer by the Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP),
www.LapopSurveys.org; System for Online Data Analysis (SODA), Ecuador 2012, question
w14a, http://lapop.ccp.ucr.ac.cr/Lapop_English.html. We thank the Latin American Public
Opinion Project (LAPOP) and its major supporters (the United States Agency for International
Development, the Inter-American Development Bank, and Vanderbilt University) for making the
data available.

[21 The AmericasBarometer by the Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP),
www.LapopSurveys.org; System for Online Data Analysis (SODA), Ecuador 2014, question
wl4a, http://lapop.ccp.ucr.ac.cr/Lapop_English.html.
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