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position himself on the proposal currently before the National Assembly.

In 2017, El Universo reported that General Public Defense attorney Ernesto Pazmiño had
claimed that Lenín Moreno was in favor of legalizing abortion in cases of rape. According to La
Hora, Pazmiño claimed that he had known Moreno personally for over 30 years. Pazmiño
himself is on record for calling on the National Assembly to legalize abortion in cases of rape.
The General Public Defender of Ecuador is an independent governmental entity in the
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The line of argument adopted by pro-abortion Ecuadorian lawmakers is a prime illustration of
how statements issued by the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. human rights treaty-based
bodies, despite being non-binding in nature, can have real and detrimental impact on pro-life
laws in developing countries. In recent years, U.N. treaty-based body statements have similarly
been used in other countries to pressure lawmakers into legalizing abortion, including
Honduras, Chad, Ireland, Argentina, Bolivia, Luxembourg, and others.

However, no international human rights treaty to which Ecuador is a signatory requires the
country to legalize abortion. And no statement issued by any U.N. treaty-based body or the
Organization of American States creates any legal obligation on Ecuador to legalize abortion
under any circumstances. Indeed, statements from U.N. treaty-based bodies (including
concluding observations to state party reports and General Comments) do not create
international norms in and of themselves. U.N. treaty-based bodies also have no authority to
interpret treaties contrary to the ordinary meaning given to the terms of the treaty text, and any
interpretation of these treaties contrary to the ordinary meaning of their terms can, and ought
to be, ignored by states parties.  

Despite this, however, pro-abortion lawmakers are using to great effect statements issued by
U.N. entities and treaty-based bodies to argue for legalization nevertheless, likely placing
pressure on lawmakers with centrist positions on abortion to support the legalization
proposal.
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Development, the Inter-American Development Bank, and Vanderbilt University) for making the
data available.
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