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The Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen equated the illegal
immigration at the U.S. southern border to a major natural disaster. Veuer's Justin Kircher has
the story.Buzz60

President Donald Trump's decision to cut $450 million in foreign aid to three Central American
countries – collectively known as the Northern Triangle – will end dozens of projects designed to
bolster security, the economy, education and judicial systems.

The goal of the programs is to improve conditions in the countries so citizens don't flee to the
U.S. While Trump wants to cut the assistance, former officials say the programs are seeing
results. For example:

In Honduras, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) officials have been working in
local communities to reduce violence, contributing to a drop in the homicide rate every year
between 2011 and 2018.

In El Salvador, where a struggling economy has pushed people to make the trek north, USAID
helped small- and medium-sized businesses create more than 22,000 jobs between 2011 and
2016.

And in Guatemala, where the judicial system has been wrought with corruption and inefficiency,
U.S. money has helped the government hire more judges and provided security for justice
officials to protect them from cartels they are trying to prosecute. 

Trump said the aid cuts, and his threat to close the southern border entirely , will punish
governments of those countries for failing to prevent people from fleeing.

Where does the money go?
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Mark Krikorian, executive director of the Center for Immigration Studies, which advocates for
lower levels of legal and illegal immigration, said he doesn't understand why the president
would punish the governments of El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala when they cannot
legally stop citizens from leaving.

Krikorian said he is skeptical that foreign aid cuts will change anything, and urged Trump to
focus instead on pushing Congress to overhaul immigration laws to limit the ability of asylum-
seekers to enter the United States.

"By focusing attention on Honduras and Guatemala and El Salvador, we're distracting attention
from the real culprits: Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer," Krikorian said, referring to the
Democratic House speaker and Senate minority leader.

Violence, poverty, hunger

El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala have struggled for years with violence, poverty and
insecurity.

El Salvador was recently dubbed the murder capital of the world. In Honduras, citizens are still
protesting the contested 2017 election. Guatemala's president has taken heat for trying to end a
United Nations-backed anti-corruption commission that has successfully prosecuted corrupt
officials.

All the while, the three countries are struggling with a historic drought that has put more than
two million people at risk of food insecurity, according to the United Nations.
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The combination of violence, poverty and food insecurity in Central America has driven recoo
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