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Starting in 2014, the number of migrants from Central America’s Northern Triangle—
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras—surged, with border apprehensions increasing
fivefold from 2010-2015. While apprehensions have declined from their peak, emigration
from these countries has not necessarily slowed, and the conditions the migrants are
seeking to escape have not changed. Experts blame the region’s widespread criminal
violence for spurring migration. But the Northern Triangle countries also share similar
ecology, staple crops, and vulnerability to climate events. While environmental and
natural resource factors are just part of the complex picture, understanding how they
intersect with other migration drivers is key to creating and implementing effective policy
responses.
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