Who Is Left to Credibly Judge Latin America’s Elections?
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The power of neutral observers to defend free elections rests on a commitment from a
government holding an election to the idea that these organizations have the right and
authority to determine whether the voting was fair. That commitment is under assault.

In November of last year, the Trump administration rushed to embrace the contested re-
election of President Juan Orlando Hernandez of Honduras, an American ally, even after
observers from the European Union and the Organization of American States raised concerns
about the integrity of the vote counting.

And last month, when President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela invited the United Nations to
observe presidential elections, it was widely viewed as a farce. The election was denounced
by the European Union and 14 countries in the hemisphere as a sham, rigged to re-elect Mr.
Maduro. Kno ea
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