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For more than a decade, the International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG)
has sought to dismantle organized crime groups operating within and at the margins of the
state, tackle corruption, and strengthen institutions in Guatemala. CICIG has worked alongside
its Guatemalan counterparts in the Attorney General’s Office, the police, and other state
institutions to arrest hundreds of corrupt members of the political and economic elite, drug
traffickers, and government officials. In doing so, they have made powerful enemies in
Guatemala, enemies who have spent the last few years undermining the integrity of CICIG.

Until recently, the United States and international community had remained steadfast in their
support for CICIG. However, such support seems to be wavering as the Guatemalan
government hopes to leverage its newfound goodwill with the Trump administration to weaken
CICIG. If these forces collude to weaken CICIG, the United States and Guatemala will suffer
the consequences.  

In 2015, the CICIG and Attorney General’s Office arrested former president Otto Pérez Molina
and former vice president Roxana Baldetti for their involvement in a multimillion scheme to
defraud the Guatemalan state of customs revenue. Earlier this year, CICIG and the attorney
general arrested former president Alvaro Colom and members of his cabinet on embezzlement
and fraud charges.
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