
Upticks in political tolerance and participation in local government stand out in a mostly downbeat batch of evidence
about the state of democracy in the Americas released today by Vanderbilt’s University’s Latin American Public
Opinion Project (LAPOP) in Miami.

The findings were released in a report  launched at Florida International University during a mini-conference that
shares the title of the report: “The Political Culture of Democracy in the Americas.” The report is based on survey
data collected by LAPOP for the 2016–17 round of its biennial AmericasBarometer study.

The results relay discouraging news on issues including trust in the media, human rights, political corruption, crime
victimization and police responsiveness. Overall, support for democracy has declined almost nine percentage points
in the Latin America and Caribbean region since the 2014 AmericasBarometer.

“Democracy is on the defensive in the Americas and around the world,“Democracy is on the defensive in the
Americas and around the world,” said Elizabeth Zechmeister, Cornelius Vanderbilt Professor of Political Science,
director of LAPOP at Vanderbilt and a co-author of the report. “In a number of places across the Americas, countries
have been coping with security and economic crises and scandals emanating from governments and parties.

“Among the mass public, skepticism is brewing over the extent to which democracy can succeed in delivering on
citizens’ expectations and improving the quality of their daily lives.”

LAPOP

LAPOP, hosted by Vanderbilt University, is the premier academic institution carrying out surveys of public opinion in
the Americas, with more than 40 years of experience. LAPOP’s AmericasBarometer is the only scientifically rigorous
comparative survey project that covers 34 nations in the Americas. More than 43,000 interv�l  t 瀀gi�t��
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Noam Lupu (Vanderbilt University)

Perceptions of deficits in liberty are comparatively low in the United States and
Uruguay, where 19 percent and 23 percent, respectively, feel that there is very
little freedom to voice political opinions. In a dozen other nations—Panama,
Peru, Brazil, Colombia, Jamaica, Ecuador, Mexico, El Salvador, Bolivia,
Guatemala, Venezuela, and Honduras—more than half of respondents feel
there is little freedom to voice political opinions.

“It is noteworthy to view these results in light of the fact that Mexico, Colombia
and Guatemala are three of the countries that have experienced extraordinarily
high levels of threats and violence targeted at individuals associated with
reporting on politics,” Zechmeister said.

Human rights

Sixty-four percent of those polled report that there is very little protection of
human rights in their country. Just 27 percent report that there is a sufficient
level of protection of human rights, and 9 percent report that there is too much.

More than 70 percent of people in 10 nations —Haiti, Jamaica, Venezuela, Honduras, Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, El
Salvador, Mexico and the Dominican Republic—report that human rights aren’t protected enough in their country.
Canada and the United States are the leading countries where citizens feel their human rights are protected.
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